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The purpose of thls Letter to Commlssmn is to. provrde an update on the’ pendrng matter of the ’

proposed bicycle lanes on Alton Road as part-of the Flonda Department ‘of Transportation .
(FDOT) roadway reconstruction project that is scheduled to beg|n in April 2013, The _project is
Iocated along ‘State Road 907/Alton Road from 5th Streetto Mlchlgan Avenue . :

At the City Commrssron meetlng of July 18, 2012 FDOT presented an update on the planned '
Alton Road project. During. the presentation, FDOT stated its preferred position is to install 5

foot .wide standard bicycle lanes’ along Alton Road as part of the project. Discussion ensued- - -

among the Commission in regards to the safety and approprlateness of the proposed bicycle
lanes and how to best move forward given the: City’s longstanding opposition to this position.
Crty staff stated that a conference call was scheduled for July 19, 2012, between FDOT-and City -

‘staff to discuss this. -outstanding matter in partlcular The City Commission passed a resolution .
requesting the implementation of bicycle lanes along West Avenue and one- way bicycle pairs

‘along the east-west side streets in lieu of standard bicycle lanes atong the AIton Road corrldor

from 5th Street to Mlchlgan Avenue as proposed by FDOT .

‘ On July 19”‘ a conference caII was held between FIOT and the City. Part|C|pants ifcluded our
~Mayor Matti Herrera Bower, Interim City Manager, Kathie G. Brooks, City Administration staff,
City Attorney’s staff, FDOT Assistant’ Secretary .of Englneerlng and Operatlons FDOT District

Six Secretary, -FDOT General Counsel, and the City’s lobbyist.'in Tallahassee. The City: -

i explained its position and at the conclusion of the conversation, FDOT agreed that the solution
__identified in the City’s Resolution adopted on July 18, 2012 is a fair compromise. The City
2 -proposed to install bicycle lanes on West Avenue as an equivalent alternative to the bicycle.

- lanes on Alton Road as proposed by FDOT. The West Avenue bicycle iane alternative would . -

- include one-way pair bicycle lanes along the east-west streets to. provide 'safe connectivity to-.

. Alton Road: The City further committed to fund the construction:of the bicycle lanes on West -

. Avenue and the connector streets and to-begin construction of the bicycle lanes immediately

-~ after FDOT completes the ‘construction of the Alton.Road project. This mutually agreeable -
~.-solution would ensure that FDOT ‘would not need to shlft the curb line or footprint of Alton Road .

" in-accordance with the final roadway design plans. FDOT would, however, modify the current
roadway plans to reflect the elimination of the. bicycle lanes on Alton Road. In-addition, for your
information and in. accordance with FDOT standards shared lane marklngs or sharrows will

' be lnstalled anng Alton Road within'the pro;ect Ilmrts

o It is |mportant to note that bicycle lanes on West Avenue are part of the- Crty s AtIantlc Greenway

Network (AGN) Master Plan adopted by City Commission as well as the West Avenue Basis of

DeS|gn Report (BODR) The mutually agreeable solutlon reached by the. Clty and FDOT as a
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e result of the July 19“‘ conference call will aIIow for the |mplementat|on of a blcycle facnhty along
an adjacent parallel corndor that ensures blcycle safety and connectIVIty .

‘ Please feel free to contact me if you have any questlons or concerns
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